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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 2220] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2220) for the relief of Michiko Ihara, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon with amendments and recommends that 
the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENTS 


1. On line 7, strike the name “Michiko Ihara”’ and insert in lieu 
thereof the name ‘“‘Theresa Hatcher.”’ 
2. Amend the title to read “‘A bill for the relief of Theresa Hatcher.”’ 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant a waiver of the 
racial barrier to admission into the United States in behalf of a minor 
half-Japanese child who has been adopted by Master Sgt. and Mrs. 
Richard G. Hatcher, who are citizens of the United States. The 
child would be considered to be a nonquota immigrant which is the 
status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of United States 
citizens, 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on February 11, 1948, 
of a Japanese girl and an American soldier. She has been in the 
custody of Master Sgt. and Mrs. Richard G. Hatcher since June 1950 
and the Hatchers have provided her with care and support since that 
time. 

Senator Paul Douglas, the author of the bill, has submitted a num- 
ber of documents in support of the bill, among which are the following: 
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Unirep States SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1952. 
Re 8. 2220, Michiko Ihara (Theresa Hatcher). 
Hon. Par McCarRAn, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Senate Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Senator McCarran: As you requested some time ago, I am pleased 
to submit the attached information in support of S. 2220, for the relief of Michiko 
Ihara (Theresa Hatcher), the adopted daughter of Sergeant and Mrs. Richard G. 
Hatcher. 

Sergeant and Mrs. Hatcher have taken this child into their home and are demon- 
strating their affection for her, as well as their ability to provide and care for her. 
This couple have no children of their own and it would be extremely difficult for 
them to leave Japan without the little girl they have come to love. 

Sergeant Hatcher has become eligible for rotation to the United States, but has 
applied for an extension of his tour of duty in Japan with the hope that this bill 
will receive favorable consideration soon. 

I am anxious to be of assistance to this couple and will appreciate it deeply if 
your committee sees fit to report this bill, S. 2220 at an early date. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 
Paut H. Dova.as. 





HEADQUARTERS, THIRTY-FIFTH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR WING, 
APO 994, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., September 19, 1941. 
The Honorable Paut Dovc.as, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Srr: In my capacity as wing legal officer for the Thirty-fifth Fighter- 
Interceptor Wing, APO 994, Japan, I am writing to you in behalf of Master Set. 
Richard G. Hatcher, AF36393948, Forty-first Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, 
who is a constituent of yours. 

Master Sergeant Hatcher and his wife Mrs. Amy Hatcher have been to my 
office several times in the last month to obtain help in adoption of a Japanese- 
American child. The Hatchers have informed me that they have already written 
to you for your help in getting the child back with them to the United States. I 
thought a letter of mine might possibly help to clarify the situation a little more. 

The facts substantially are these: The Hatchers are a Negro couple. Their 
home is in Chicago. They have been married for 10 years, and Master Sergeant 
Hatcher has been in the United States Air Force for 9 years. For the last year 
he has been a master sergeant. They have no children of their own, and it is not 
likely that they will be able to have any. They are keenly desirous of providing 
a home for children, both from purely altruistic motives, and because of the ad- 
dition they believe that children make to a well-rounded and satisfactory family 
life. Since you have several children yourself, I believe that you can appreciate 
this. 

The child whom they wish to make their own is, as I stated previously, a 
Japanese-American child, and is the illegitimate baby of a Japanese girl and a 
Negro soldier. The child’s name is Michiko Ihara, and she is the daughter of a 
Japanese girl named Masako Ihara. The name of the father. of the child is 
unknown. The little girl is presently approximately 3 years and 7 months old. 
She was born in Yokohama on February 11, 1948. 

The Hatchers received the little girl from the mother in June of 1950, and have 
provided her sole support ever since. They love her deeply, and cannot imagine 
nor conceive of the possibility of having to leave Japan without the little girl 
whom they have already come to look upon as their own daughter. The little 
girl’s mother has expressed her willingness and desire to give the child permanently 
to the Hatchers, since she is in any event unable to support her and provide her 
with an adequate home. 

The Hatchers have had little Michiko baptized as a Christian by Chaplain 
(Capt.) Clarence O. Miller, wing chaplain of the Six Thousand One Hu idred and 
Sixty-first Air Base Wing, APO 328. This was done at Yokota an air base 
approximately 5 miles from APO 994, where the Hatchers live. I am enclosing 
a letter from Chaplain Miller addressed to you. I believe that it will serve to 
verify my statements that the Hatchers are excellent parents. 

Ordinarily letters of this type are addressed to the local Representative, rather 
than the Senator of the individuals concerned. However, since the Hatchers 
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have already written to you, and since time is of the essence, I am taking the 
liberty of addressing you on the matter also. It can, of course, be turned over to 
the most available Representative, if House action is proper first. 

The purpose of the letter is to request you to have a bill introduced in Congress 
for the purpose of the private relief of the Hatchers and the little child, and to 
enable them to bring the girl back with them when they return to the United 
States. 

Prior to this time we have been obtaining a decree of adoption from a Japanese 
court and forwarding the decree together with such letters to the Congressman 
concerned. However, recent word from the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers is that the Japanese courts have no jurisdiction over Allied personnel 
sufficient to render such a decree—even though the personnel concerned attempt 
to submit to the jurisdiction of the court. SCAP further advises us however 
that the decrees previously issued are not material, that they sufficed only as 
evidence of good faith on the part of the adopting parents concerned. The im- 
portant thing in each case is to get the bill through so that the child may be 
admitted to the United States. Proper adoption proceedings may then be con- 
ducted there. Once the bill has gone through Congress the child may obtain a 
passport from the proper local authorities here in Japan. 

In conclusion may I ask that this matter be expedited to the greatest extent 
possible. The Hatchers are due to return to the United States to be there no 
later than January 4, 1952. Since considerable work will remain to be done after 
we received word that the bill has passed, you will understand the need for 
urgency. This is a truly worth-while bill, and will result in considerable benefit 
to the lives of many deserving persons. As such I commend it to your hands. 
If at any time you have any questions that I may answer in conjunction with the 
Hatchers, please do not hesitate to write. I urge you however to address all 
correspondence airmail because of the great saving in time. 

Here is a list of Congressmen that have introduced and had passed similar 
bills. If you wish I’m sure that you can consult them as to any details similar 
to all cases. 

Hon. Charles B. Hoeven, Eighth District of Iowa 

Hon. Mike Mansfield, First District of Montana 

Hon. Antonio M. Fernandez, New Mexico at large 

Hon. J. Perey Priest, Sixth District of Tennessee 

Sincerely, 
H. S. DaTrtTan, 
Major, United States Air Force, Wing Legal Officer. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 2220), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





